To this statement we shall return shortly. The library of the Medici was not favoured by fortune with a quiet and untroubled history. In the early years the fate of the library was intimately tied to the fate of the family, a circumstance which led to frequent periods of instability.
In the sixteenth century, especially, the library seems not to have been secure in its possessions, but rather to have suffered from pilferage and a constant loss of texts. Among these, we may suppose, was the manuscript of Quintilian's Institutiones 'manu Poggi'. How this manuscript left the shelter of the Medici library may well remain obscure forever, but there seems little doubt that it was in the sixteenth century that it did so. In the Index of the library prepared probably around the year 1534 two texts of Quintilian are listed. The first is catalogued simply as 'Quintillianus satis vetustus'.
The second is entered as 'Quintillianus diligenter emendatus'.'
Neither entry mentions Poggio. Normally one might still be able to suggest that one of these two was, indeed, the Poggian apograph unrecognized by the compiler of the Index, but this seems unlikely. How-. 
